1781-3]     THK PEACE WITH AMERICA
time was an alternative far preferuhle to that of ret it Hanover—a suggestion which he nine more threw uut t' North. When the struggle between Crown and Cotwuoi come to its second phase, it would be time for a young 11 to take a leading place.
A  crisis  became imminent   forthwith, on  the  House ing a declaration that it would " consider us enrmirs Majesty and to this country all whu should advise «»r \ means attempt tile further prosecution of offensive war continent of America."   By tins Art thr Commons mi* their undoubted right of controlling the- prerogative uf i!tr even in the question of peace or war.1   Thr ilevl.ir.ttion preliminary to impeachment of Minister** in cuse they sti sisted in defying the House.
It also let! the King, on i ith M.m'h, tu nrml hi'- flumpl Chancellor, Lord TI»urhiw, to consult with Lord K«»tkti The leader of the official Whigs knew that, he h.ul the g.i his hands, and stutght to dictate the conditii>ns «<ti whitli he would form an administration. They wnr ,4-. t» "American Independent.<•; no Yrlo; Iv.t.tlilj'.hittc'nt iiill, parts of Contractors Hill; Custom Hmi-.r MU\ KM r.r, ric Peace in general, if possible; K« onomy in rvr»y bi,4tt» t»." King demurred to these terms, and .tl'trr riglii tj,iy. thr «»\ lapsed. Meanwhile Lord North's- portion m th«- Hmr becoming inttjlerable, ami on ,'ufh March hr .iitnuutiit resignation of his Ministry. Ongoing to t;ikr lr,»vr ««{ thr he was greeted by the fbllowtng c.h.ir.irlris'sftr wm«L member, my Lord, that it i% you whu »lr'»nl «ir» ti*»{ I you
Mont  .sovereigns   would   now   havr   .irtr|sirtl tnir^tav *«{ ih»- Mm
